Robert Schwanhausser's life has two big chapters: one as a man and now one as a woman
By Peter Rowe
STAFF WRITER
June 17, 2007

A man's priorities
When discussing the transgendered, there's little that can be said with certainty. Why does this happen? Scientists
aren't sure. How many are there? The National Center for Transgender Equality's estimates of the transgendered
population range widely, from 750,000 to four times that amount. What do they look like? Newsweek's May 21
cover story included a photo album of men who are now women, and women now men. They are homely and
attractive, familiar and unfamiliar; they could be any random gathering of Americans.
The Old Testament condemns women donning men's garments,
and vice versa (Deuteronomy 22:5), and the transgendered have
been shunned by numerous denominations. Some believers,
convinced they are trapped in the wrong body, wonder if God
made a mistake.
Bobbi Swan rejects that notion. She believes that angelic
“handlers” have shepherded her amazing life: “They wanted me
to have two genders. What an experience to have had two. That is
remarkable. That is quite a gift.”
Robert Rowland Schwanhausser was born in Buffalo, N.Y., when
the Great Depression was less than a year old. The well-to-do
family emerged from the economic chaos relatively unscathed,
and Bob lacked for little in his childhood.
Except, perhaps, an appreciation of traditional gender roles.
Young Bob spent hours playing with a cherished dollhouse. He
envied his mother's trips to the beauty parlor. As an older boy,
sensing that his parents would disapprove, he surreptitiously
modeled the family maid's uniform.

Golden boy: Robert Schwanhausser was one

of the world's experts in the military use of
drones, unmanned aircraft. Winning contracts
and kudos, his work was valued by Claude Ryan,
(right) head of Ryan Aeronautics.

He was also drawn to the skies. Bob's father, Edwin Julius Schwanhausser, was a friend of aircraft manufacturer
Larry Bell. And Bob idolized his older brother, George, who joined the Army Air Forces after Pearl Harbor. By eighth
grade, Bob had decided to master the science of flying at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
At MIT, Bob studied aeronautics and women. His early assessment of the
latter: “There were some things that were very exciting about women.
” Romance, yes. (During his life as a man, Schwanhausser was sexually
attracted to women. While fascinated by cross-dressing, he maintained no
interest in homosexuality.)
Yet Bob didn't love women for their bodies alone. He also loved their
accessories – heels, nylons, makeup – and often fantasized about wearing
them himself.
“But this was a totally kept secret with no way to express.”
Why?
“Priorities. My priorities were airplanes and getting established in the airplane
business. Obviously, that was a man's business.”
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